APPENDIX D
WAGES IN INDIA
The reports and publications of the Government of India do not give sufficient data to enable one to fix the exact position of the wage earner in the national economy. In the latest report on prices and wages the only retail prices given are those of food grains, only one kind of dal (pulse) and sail The report gives wholesale prices of staple articles of export and import, but they are of no help in fixing the woge earner's budget. As regards wages there is also a great deal 01 confusion. For some districts the wages are given up to 1906, for others up to 1907, 1909, and 1912. In some cases the wages given are monthly ones; in others weekly or daily, rendering it impossible io make comparisons. However, some approximate idea of wages can be gathered from the following tables compiled from the above-mentioned report. The Indian currency unit is a rupee. This is divided into 16 annas. Roughly three rupees are equal to an American dollar and an anna is equal to two cents. We give the approximate equation in dollars of the Indian rupee in the table. The wages are given for the various towns mentioned in the report, omitting all reference to Burma.
Rangpur Backerganje
Calcutta Patna .
Weekly wane ofaii able-bodied agricultural labourer
Bengal
$ 1.00(1910)                 $
$    . 82 to $ 1.00(1910) $
Weekly wage of a mason, carpenter, or blacksmith
1.66(1910)
1-30 to $1-66 (1910)
.    5? 1.33(1917)
.    $   .49(1907)                 $1-00(1907)
United Provinces of Agra and Oude
$  1-66
$    -49 to $-66
$   -82
$ 1-66 $ 2-50 $ 2-33
$2.08 to $3.33
Cawnpore	1906	35 -33toS .49
Fyzabad	1906	$ -16to$ -33
Meerut	1906	$ -35
		Punjab
Delhi	1909	$ -82
Amritsar	1909	$ -79
Rawalpindi .	1909	$ -82
		Sindh
Karachi	1912	$1.08 to $1.33
228